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Publish glad tidings 
by The Reverend Dr. Duncan Johnston

When  I  was  a  child  I 
thought  the  inspiring 
messa ge  o f  the 
Christmas  angel  to  the 
shepherds,  “I  bring  you 
tidings of great joy…” was 
actual ly  ‘ t idyings ’  of 
g reat  joy.  I  thought 
Gabriel was ordering the 
shepherds  to  go  home 
and  tidy  their  rooms. 
(And,  by  the  way,  when 
was tidying your room an 
activity of great joy?)

So,  at  the start  of  this  new Church year,  with all  of  us  nicely  rested and 
basking in the fading suntan of our vacations, I bring you tidy pieces of great 
joy. 

Tidy piece of joy #1 
Video killed the radio star
Remember the Royal Fundraiser in May last year? The one that realized a 
profit of about $17,000? Remember that we planned to use it to expand the 
reach of St Paul’s and allow more people to hear our good news? 

Well, over the summer that project has been installed, tested, and is ready to 
go. We now have the technology to video our services. Look carefully and 
you’ll see, in the nave, two video cameras—one on the wall near the chapel 
and the other on the screen separating the nave from the narthex. 

Beginning September 8th, we will have our own channel on YouTube, where 
anyone can watch services live or stream them ‘on demand’. You can get there 
using a link on our website, www.stpaulswestfield.org.

Now parishioners who are sick or housebound can take part live at home. 
Those who miss Sunday services can watch later. It’s a wonderful addition to 
our life, and will enable us to reach many people who don’t have a church to 
belong to, as well as to serve our existing members.

(Continued on page 2)

Our calling as a congregation is  
to live our faith as deeply  
and devotedly as we can,

and to be a house of prayer  
for all people.  

Services are open to the public,

and we welcome you to worship  
in this holy space  

in the heart of Westfield.

Welcome Back to  
fall at St. Paul’s 

As you can see in the Calendar 
of Events on the last page and 
in the articles in this issue, 
there are a LOT of exciting 
things happening at St. Paul’s. 
We hope that you will discover 
something (or many things!) 
t h a t i n s p i re y o u t o g e t 
involved in the life of the 
community and that you find 
your involvement at St. Paul’s 
to be an enriching experience 
in your life and spiritual 
growth. 

Bring  your  pet  to  the 
Blessing 

The annual Blessing of the 
Animals will be held from 1 to 
4 on the afternoon of Sunday, 
October 6th. The service will 
begin at 1:30 and this year’s 
celebration will include a 
petting zoo, pet adoptions, 
and treats for all!

InSpire

http://www.st.paulswestfield.org
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Tidy piece of joy #2 
The future is now
Over the past two years, the Children’s Christian Formation Committee (under the leadership of Deb Collins), Erica 
Webber (our Director of Children’s Formation), and I have been working to reimagine our Sunday School program so it 
may more effectively address the needs of our busy families. Our goal is to provide a flexible, high quality Sunday School 
for all our families. This includes giving parents the opportunity to attend worship services as much as possible. 

So, beginning on September 8th, our Sunday School will no longer require parents to teach the children. Rather, we 
have  hired  two  highly  qualified  and  experienced  professional  Christian  teachers  to  deliver  our  Sunday  School 
curriculum—Lisa Williamson and Beatriz Aguilar. We feel that professional, dedicated teachers will provide consistency 
and stability to the program. The children will be split into two groups: K-2nd grade and 3rd-5th grade. We know that 
Lisa and Beatriz will receive a warm welcome from everyone in the parish.

Tidy piece of joy #3 
All ages together
We have had a wonderful summer in which our experiment in all-age worship at 9am on Sundays proved a great success. 
Through this lively, interactive service, we have welcomed into St Paul’s several new families, as well as nurtured the 
faith of many of our existing households. The chapel felt nicely full each week. We are growing our ministry to young 
families, and are well positioned to build a more robust and fruitful ministry to children.

Tidy piece of joy #4 
Worshiping the God of all humankind
Beginning  on  Sunday  October  27th  at 
6pm we will introduce a new opportunity 
to worship, using ancient practices. We’re 
calling it Yoga Mass. Intrigued? 

Each  Sunday  evening,  and  on  Tuesday 
mornings at 9:15 (from October 29th) we 
will  enjoy  a  Eucharist,  set  within  the 
peaceful,  meditative  practice  of  yoga. 
Under  the  l eadersh ip  o f  Tammi 
Oberstein, a licensed yoga instructor and 
lifelong Episcopalian, we will gather with 
our mats for this fascinating and vibrant 
incarnation  of  Christ ian  worship. 
Standby for more details in the next few 
weeks.

I hope you can share in the joy of all God 
is doing in our parish. I must go and tidy 
my room now. See you in church! 

Publish glad tidings (continued from page 1)

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church celebrates: 
The Feast of St. Francis 

Sunday, October 6, 2019  |   1:00 PM to 4:00 PM  |  St. Paul’s Street, Westfield 

 

Blessing of the Animals Service with Music at 1:30 PM. 
Free Petting Zoo, Pet Adoptions, Seeing Eye Dogs,  
Face Painting, Bake Sale, Human and Dog treats! 
Bring your pet on a leash or in a carrier. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You are our neighbor, so we respect you, love you, and welcome you! 
Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church, 414 East Broad Street Westfield NJ. 

StPaulsWestfield.org  |  (908)-232-8506 

http://www.stpaulswestfield.org
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St Paul’s welcomes our new Interim Director  
of the Day School  
by The Rev. Dr. Duncan Johnston
After a short but wide search, I am delighted to tell you that Martha Gilmore has 
joined the staff of Saint Paul’s Day School as Interim Director. She is excited to 
begin her journey with our staff, families, and the parishioners as we continue to 
educate young children in this great school community. 

Martha brings with her 25 years of teaching experience in early childhood education 
as well as 13 years in management in business. She believes building relationships, 
setting goals, and nurturing young people in a wonderful school environment are 
critical in building kind, confident, and successful learners in today’s challenging 
world. 

Mrs. Gilmore has been a school director for 18 years. She also has earned her group 
teacher,  head  teacher,  and  director  certification  from the  State  of  New Jersey 
through  her  employment  opportunities.  Her  goal  is  to  build  relationships  with 
families of young children early on so they can all work together to provide the best 
level of education with the teaching staff for their family’s needs. 

Martha  double-majored  in  Art  and  Education  in  college.  Her  creative  side  has 
helped her not only in how she teaches but also understanding with her education 
courses and student teaching how young children learn best. She acknowledges that 
working in the Department of Financial  Institutions at  Chubb Insurance Company as an underwriting manager and 
training manager taught her much in business and finance. But through this career she learned that people continue to 
learn and teach in all areas of life. Gaining knowledge every day is something of which she never grows tired. 

Martha lives in Basking Ridge and has two grown children. She loves to walk her dog, knit, and get together with family 
and friends in her spare time. She also enjoys volunteering at her local Lutheran church in many of its ministries. 

We will be formally commissioning Martha at the 10am service on Sunday September 8th, after which we’ll have our annual 
Welcome Back picnic. Please come and support Martha, and our great calling to serve children in Christ’s name through 
the Day School.

RECTOR 

The Rev. Dr. Duncan Johnston

ASSISTANT RECTOR 

The Rev. John Francis Maher

 WARDENS

Gale Jacob Alec Reynolds

VESTRY

Nancy Boss Annette Hughes 
Mary Lynn Crozier Steve Kircher 

Caroline Ellison Kathy McElroy 
Elisa Gallagher Andy Rovito 
Tim Hamway Aldo Scrofani 

Runi Sriwardena

We’re  making  history  and  in  a  few  months  we’ll  be 
finished. What are we working on? The history of St. Paul’s 
from 1983 to 2019. This pamphlet will be the companion to 
the St. Paul’s history by Arthur Kammerman which covers 
the church from its beginnings in the 19th century to 1983. 
And those beginnings are quite a story, including a building 
lost at a sheriff ’s sale, five years without a rector, and a suit 
before the New Jersey State Supreme Court.

In honor of SP 125, we plan to have the updated history for 
the years 1983-2019 printed by December. We also plan to 
reproduce the earlier  Kammerman volume, for there are 
only  a  few of  those remaining.  There will  be  an Epistle 
notice when both histories become available.

History in the making 
by Gale S. Jacob

http://www.stpaulswestfield.org
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In my travels, my strategy has always been to “let the magic happen”. I don’t mean ‘magic’ in a Harry Potter sort of way, 
though sometimes the sort of ‘magic’ I am referring to is truly awe-inspiring and mysterious. ‘Letting the magic happen’ 
while on the road means to not be overly concerned about itineraries or hard and fast plan making. Rather, ‘letting the 
magic happen’ is to enter each new day, new town, new conversation, new encounter with a new person (or long-time 
friend), unfold as it will. It is a relinquishing of the need to control. It is trust in the journey rather than fixation on 
destination. ‘Letting the magic happen’ is to allow myself to ‘go with the flow’. 

This summer, ‘go with the flow’ I did, and mighty magic happened. Beautiful and amazing things happened around every 
turn. For example, I was asked to perform a concert in a village on the Austrian border of Switzerland on a Saturday night, 
then I preached the next morning in the village church. Those parts were planned. However, a sort of impromptu town 
hall  meeting  materialized  after  the  church service  in  their  fellowship  hall.  Through a  translator  I  was  able  to  field 
(intelligently I hope) questions gathered townsfolk had for me, their temporarily itinerant troubadour and clergyman. 

Their questions were about the state of the Christian church in America, the rampant mass shootings, and the general 
social climate as I see it. Through a translator, we were able to have a very honest, vulnerable, even comforting and healing 
conversation across language and cultural lines. It was magic. 

Another example of the magic happening on my sojourn occurred in Ireland. My yearly trips to the Emerald Island of 
saints and scholars have never been wanting for experiences of wide-eyed wonder. This time, however, was very special. 

My mother and father flew to Ireland and together we made pilgrimage to the homeplace of our family on my mother’s 
side. I was able to show her the home where the Madden’s (her maiden name) hailed from. We knocked on the door of the 
home, and an old man came to greet us. He introduced himself. He has the same name as my grandfather, and the same 
smiling Irish eyes. My mother was so overjoyed and moved to meet him that she cried. We figured out that he’s a second 
cousin or a great nephew, or something like that, of my grandfather: John Dillon Madden. This all unfurled because we let 
the magic happen. I’ll tell the tale in more detail if you give me your ear one day soon! 

I am reminded of the description Jesus gives of those who follow the Holy Spirit. “The wind blows wherever it pleases. 
You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit”. 
(John 3:8) This could be a better way to describe what I mean when I say ‘letting the magic happen’. When we follow 
where the Spirit leads, even if we don’t know exactly where he is taking us, we can be assured that wondrous and life-
giving things will transpire. 

Now that I’m back in Westfield, I am watching to see where the Spirit is blowing. In Saint Paul’s I am excited to let the 
magic happen with all of you this coming season. 

Letting the magic happen! 
by The Rev. John Francis Maher

Dine around the world at St. Paul’s!  
by Runi Sriwardena
Please bring your neighbors and friends and attend our international dinner on Saturday, October 5th.  We are proud to 
announce that we have 14 food stations from around the world including Armenia,  Brazil,  Cuba,  England, Germany, 
Hawaii,  Hungary,  Ireland, Japan, Lebanon, Mexico,  Philippines,  Sri  Lanka,  and the USA, all  hosted by our very own 
parishioners!  The price is just $15.00 per adult, all you can eat!  $8.00 for kids aged 8-15 and kids under age 8 eat free! 
There will be lovely music, dancing and lots of fun. 

Tickets may be purchased at the door. Please call Lora at the church office (908)232-8506, x10, or Runi at (732) 910-5625 for 
more details or to reserve a table.

We kindly ask for donations of wine and desserts which can be labelled "Dine Around the World" and dropped off at the church.

http://www.stpaulswestfield.org
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It’s a new world of music at Steeple Concerts! 
by Bill Havlena

The Friends of Music is proud to announce the 2019-2020 
Steeple  Concert  series  at  St.  Paul’s.  This  year’s  program 
includes a full five-concert series of instrumental ensembles 
together with the traditional Masterworks Concert on May 
x, featuring the St. Paul’s Choir with orchestra. The Sunday 
afternoon concerts  this  season begin  on September  22nd 
with the Argus  Quartet  performing music  from the 18th 
century  to  the  present  composed  or  arranged  for  string 
quartet.  Upcoming  concerts  feature  violin  and  piano,  a 
guitar quartet, and a brass ensemble. The final Masterworks 
Concert  includes  Antonin  Dvorak’s  Mass  in  D  and 
Beethoven’s Choral Fantasy, a precursor in form and subject 
matter to his Ninth Symphony. Subscribe to the full season 
at www.steepleconcerts.org and receive a discount of 20% 
off the individual concert ticket prices.

Join us for this exciting new season of music at St. Paul’s! The Argus Quartet performs on September 22nd

Let music (and handbells!) ring  
by Bill Havlena
Did  you  know  that  St.  Paul’s  has  a  full  set  of  handbells?  Although 
individual bells have been used in the past few years, there are probably 
few members who have heard a full handbell choir or ensemble. Guess 
what—there  are  plans  to  form  a  handbell  choir  at  St.  Paul’s  and  all 
interested members of the parish are invited!

Handbells were first produced in England about 300 years ago to provide 
a  way for  change ringers  to rehearse  without being heard by everyone 
within range of the bell tower. They were first brought to the US about 
100 years ago and are most often now heard performing music arranged 
for or composed especially for handbells. Generally, each ringer plays two 
notes, creating the melody or harmony with the lower and higher bells 
around them.

This summer St. Paul’s acquired the necessary equipment for performing on the 
handbells, including table pads (to protect the bells and dampen the sound), music 
stands, and gloves (worn by the players to protect the bells’ surface). On August 
29th, a dedicated group of volunteers came out to spend an evening polishing the 
bells to get them ready for performance.

Are you interested in joining the group? Handbells  are a  great  opportunity for 
people of all ages and all levels of training to get together to make music. If you 
have never heard a handbell ensemble, check out some of the videos online on 
YouTube or other sites to get an idea of the unique sound of a choir and then think 
about trying it yourself at St. Paul’s. Contact Mark Hyczko for more information at 
mhyczko@stpaulswestfield.org.

Watch for updates on this exciting new venture!

mailto:mhyczko@stpaulswestfield.org
http://www.steepleconcerts.org
http://www.stpaulswestfield.org
mailto:mhyczko@stpaulswestfield.org
http://www.steepleconcerts.org
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Calendar of  Events

Weekly Schedule

Sunday, September 8 10:00 am Holy Eucharist with Choir and Blessing of the Backpacks

11:30 am Welcome Back Picnic

Saturday, September 14 5:00 pm Inspirations Mass with the music of Bruce Springsteen

Sunday, September 22 5:00 pm Argus Quartet, Steeple Concert Series

Saturday, October 5 6:00-8:30 pm Dine Around the World, Hamersley Hall 
($15 adults/$8 children)

Sunday, October 6 1:00-4:00 pm Blessing of the Animals, St. Paul’s Street

Wednesday, October 9 7:00 pm Welcome Course (Wednesdays through November 20)

Saturday, October 12 5:00 pm Inspirations Mass with the music of Aretha Franklin

Sunday, October 20 5:00 pm Choral Evensong

Saturday, November 9 5:00 pm Inspirations Mass with the music of Paul Simon

Wednesday, November 13 7:30 pm Blanket-making Night, Hamersley Hall

Sunday, November 17 5:00 pm Violinist Lara St. John, Steeple Concert Series

Monday, November 18 6:00 pm Communion Preparation Class for children and parents

Saturday, November 23 5:00 pm Inspirations Mass featuring Celtic music

Saturday, November 23 6:00 pm Friends of Music Scotch Tasting

Saturday, December 7 9:00-11:00 am Breakfast with Santa

Sunday 7:45 am Holy Eucharist - Rite I

10:00 am Holy Eucharist with Choir - Rite II

6:00 pm Yoga Mass (beginning October 27)

Monday-Thursday 9:10 am Morning Prayer

Tuesday 9:15 am Yoga Mass (beginning October 29)

Thursday 9:30 am Holy Eucharist with Healing

Saturday 5:00 pm Inspirations Mass

InSpire, the St. Paul’s newsletter, is published four times per year and is a ministry of the Evangelism Committee,  
designed to inspire members to share the Good News of Christ with their neighbors 

Bill Havlena, editor

http://www.stpaulswestfield.org
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