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Dear friends in Christ,

This past year has been a transformative one for our beloved parish of St. Paul’'s. A year ago, our
stewardship theme was “All Things New” and by the grace of God, much has been made new. We've
expanded our Children’s and Family Ministries, empowering our youngest members to feel even
more invested in our parish. We've renovated multiple spaces on our campus, allowing us to grow our
programming and formation. We’ve updated our website, logo, and other aspects of our parish
identity. We’ve made strategic investments in our music program. We've welcomed new members.

If's been a blessing, and it's led us to a crossroads. After all, the world outside continues to be
volatile. Many people around us feel exhausted by what can only be described as our new normal—
riven politics, economic uncertainty, widespread anxiety. And many of us do not know what to think
when it comes to the future. Put it together, and it means there’s an opportunity in this moment for the
Church to minister in a way it hasn’t for many years. We can be a shelter for the suffering. We can be
a port in the storm.

Keeping this moment in mind, our 2026 stewardship theme is “Abundant Hope, Abundant Future.”
Though the world feels hopeless, Jesus offers hope. Though the world proclaims scarcity, we
embrace abundance. Though the world expresses despair, we glimpse a future worth contending for.
And so, we've been given a chance, but we have to say yes. None of us can predict the future,
especially when it comes to realities beyond our control. Even still, we can say yes to a God who
even now wants to do something amazing in us and through us, and who wants to graciously guide
us in the days to come.

Our stewardship campaign will conclude on November 16, when we’ll consecrate our pledge cards.
Along the way, we'll be talking about the future, and what it means to give ourselves to something
bigger than ourselves, trusting that God really is on the move. This is our moment, St. Paul’s. This is

our future. Let’s say yes, together.

Grace and peace,

The Rev. Marco G. Serrano+, Rector
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